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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 02790 071414Z 
53 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 10-10 /077W 

075845 

R 071339Z JUL 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 724 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 2790 

FOR ARA/CEN/PAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN, CS 

SUBJECT: COMMENT ON U.S./PANAMA TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: STATE 151816 

1. PRESS COMMENT ON THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE'S 
MEASURE TO DENY FUNDS FOR PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 
WAS LIMITED TO ONE EDITORIAL IN "EXCELSIOR" ON JUNE 30 
AND ONE IN "LA NACION" ON JULY 2. 

2. THE "EXCELSIOR" EDITORIAL CRITICIZED THE HOUSE 
ACTION AS A REVERSION TO THE "BIG STICK"" ERA AND AS 
A THREAT TO INTER- AMERICAN RELATIONS. IT SECRRIBED 
THE ACTION AS "SUICIDAL" FOR THE U.S. BECAUSE "THE 
GUNS OF THE U.S. WILL LITTLE SERVE IF THE U.S. DOES 

NOT HAVE THE AFFECTION AND RESPECT OF OTHER NATIONS." 
THE EDITORIAL HOWEVER PRAISED PRESIDENT FORD AND 
SECRETARY KISSINGER AND STATED "WE ARE SURE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS WILL CONTINUE BECAUSE SUCH NEGOTIATIONS 
NEED NOT MONEY BUT GOOD WILL AND THEY (FORD AND 
KISSINGER) HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY 
HAVE GOOD WILL." 
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3. "LA NACION'S" EDITORIAL WAS MILDLY CRITICAL 
DESCRIBING U.S. SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CANAL AS AN 
ANACHRONISM THAT MUST BE ELIMINATED BECAUSE THERE 
SHOULD BE NO VESTIGES OF COLONIALISM IN THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE. IT CRITICIZED THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES' ATTITUDE AND CALLED FOR A 
CONTINUATIN OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 
PANAMA. 
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